FAST-TRACK
DATA/AI
Graduate Programme

The digital skills gap in the UK is affecting
most, if not all sectors and has been
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Now, more than ever before, businesses are needing
to fast-track digital transformation projects to
ensure resilience against future disruptions and are
implementing earlier adoption of technologies such
as Artificial Intelligence, big data and robotics to help
drive recovery and support business transformation.
There’s been a digital acceleration in all sectors,
creating demand for new skills and huge opportunities
for graduates to build a career in data and AI.
Attracting and retaining talent is the key to digital
transformation, not ‘for the future’, but for now.
The Fast-Track Data and AI Graduate Programme
has been specifically designed by the Welsh Contact
Centre Forum (WCCF) in collaboration with our
industry & academic partners, to allow Welsh
businesses to recruit new talents who can accelerate
the development of new data driven services.

The Vision
Our goal is to create a high quality, graduate talent pool
in Wales, accelerating the development of graduates into
Data/AI professionals, and providing employers with access
to a talent bank of high calibre, high skilled employees.
We deliver graduate programmes which are designed
by employers and supported by academia, ensuring
that you gain the skills needed, anchored in best
practice and reality. We aim to attract and train
talented individuals who can hit the ground running
and quickly add value to an organisation.

Fast Track into Data-AI
The Fast Track Programme recruits STEM graduates and
provides an intensive, 10-month programme of work
experience, reinforced by applied academic study.
The aim is to develop graduates into data/AI
professionals, equipped with the following skillsets.
•

Ability to use data in different ways
and create new business models.

•

Enable the transition into a digital, rapid
service to support the business.

•

Understand and use technology
effectively to serve the business.

•

Help predict the impact of future
business disruption.

In addition to providing technical skills, commercial
skills, creativity and innovation will be firmly embedded
within the structured development programme.

Strong Partnerships
Our Programmes were established by the financial
and business services industry, meaning the skills
and experience you’ll gain will address the specific
data challenges faced by Welsh businesses today.
We work in partnership with a consortium of leading
employers including Admiral, Confused.com,
Atradius, Vauxhall Finance, sa.global, LexisNexis
Risk Solutions, Principality Building Society etc.

High Calibre
Our employers constantly tell us that the calibre
of our graduates is excellent. This is why 98%
of our graduates secure permanent positions
before the end of the Programme.

Diversifying talent in the region
Diversity & inclusion are at the heart of our value.
We aspire to attract a wide, diverse and inclusive
group of graduates and boast a strong track record
of attracting female, and BAME graduates.

Due to the intensive nature of the
development programme, you will require
a degree in a STEM or highly technical
discipline and have achieved a 2.1 or above.
We are looking for motivated graduates with a
passion for data/AI, who are curious, enjoy problem
solving and can demonstrate a keen interest in
self- development. Ideally you will have a strong
foundation in basic programming & statistics.
You will be able to live and work in
the UK without restrictions.

Supportive
We engage in regular meetings with employers,
graduates and academic supervisors to ensure that all
graduates are supported throughout the Programme.
The wellbeing of graduates is a top priority which is
why we have a dedicated Graduate Liaison Manager
to provide on-going guidance and support.
Graduates will also benefit from coaching/training
in employability skills enabling them to successfully
apply and secure positions when vacancies arise.

For Graduates
The Fast-Track Programme has been designed to
ensure graduates stay at the forefront of the everchanging landscape of the data and AI industry,
and in turn, provides businesses with the indemand skills needed to thrive in the sector.
Bootcamp 4 Weeks
Intensive bootcamp, full time, Data Fundamentals,
Coding and Hackathon

Industry Placement

9 Months

Work placement with a leading employer,
salary of £19,500 pro rata, plus pension

Post-Graduate Qualification
Applied Data / AI, Blended, block release,
delivered by the University of South Wales,
School of Computing & Mathematics.

Accelerated Development Journey
Your data/AI career journey will begin before you
officially start the programme, through access to our
online learning platforms. We will engage with you
and your placement employer to agree and plan prework based upon placement skill requirements.
Selected candidates will be given the opportunity
to access our online learning platforms to develop
any specific skills required by employers. This
will enable to you to hit the ground running
from day-1 of your placement and maximise
your experience on the programme.

Post Graduate Diploma
in Applied Data & AI
The Post Graduate Qualification provides the
latest industry training and is carefully designed
in consultation with the industry to ensure it
combines both theory and practical application
of learning in to support business projects.
You will learn the analytical and computing skills required
to become proficient in the fundamentals of data, in
particular to understand, interpret, research, and manage
complex data, as well as the practical application of
tools and techniques. This will enable graduates to
continuously develop and hone their applied skills.
The qualification will be cutting edge, up to
date and aligned to employer needs through
an “Apply-Learn” methodology.
You will be expected to apply your academic learning
into the workplace through business projects, geared to
adding value and return to employers. There is a growing
research community and hub of activity for graduates
to engage with, learn from and collaborate with.
You will kick start the Programme with an intensive
bootcamp which will prepare you for the world
of work. This will give you the opportunity to get
to know the basics as well as getting to know
the other graduates on the programme.

The Bootcamp is designed to equip you with the
skills and expectations to add value from day
1 of your placement. You’ll learn best practice
application, working practices and methodologies
to ensure you’re best placed to make a real
impact when your start with your employer.
The Bootcamp will form credits towards the wider
Post Graduate qualification and includes;
•

Understanding business context

•

Data in Context and problem solving

•

Data Analytics

•

Programming for Data Analysis

•

Hackathon

Post Graduate Diploma in Applied Data & AI
Example Modules

Module type

Bootamp
Taught modules

Taught modules

In order to ensure you get the most from your employer
placement, all graduates are given a structured
development plan combining technical and nontechnical development, as well as further opportunities
for advancement and exposure during your placement.
You will learn and put into practice key skills such
as effective project management, presentation,
communication and working within a team. These skills
will be strengthened further by access to online learning
platforms and studying for a post graduate qualification.
Employers will provide a comprehensive induction,
mentoring and a performance review. They will
also engage you in project work, giving you
business exposure and a chance to stretch your
knowledge and experience in the real world.

Virtual Assessment Centre
Module title
Programming for Data Analysis

The virtual Assessment Centre is an enjoyable
and interesting opportunity to meet the team,
network with our employers and showcase your
strengths virtually in the following areas:
•

Logical thinking

•

Analytical and problem-solving skills

Machine Learning

•

Communication Skills

Time Series Analysis
and Forecasting

•

Team working

•

Enthusiasm to learn and commitment
to the Programme

•

Innovation & Creativity

Data Analytics

Text mining & Natural
Language Processing
Deep Learning

Work based
learning modules

Employer Placement

Professional Skills for Data/AI
Data/AI Work Based Project

Off-the-job time commitment will be agreed with employers
and may include weekend / evening study requirement

The day is divided into three stages: a group
exercise/ problem solving activity, individual test/
assessment and individual interview with employers.

If you’re looking for an innovative and
unique graduate programme to fast track
your career in data/ai, look no further.
For more information email recruitment@wccf.uk
Visit our website for more details and follow us on socials

